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SUBJECT: NEW BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL 

1. ECO HAS ANNOUNCED APPOINTMENT OF JOHN C. M. MASON, 
ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY FOR SEVERAL COMMERCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC MATTERS, AS NEW BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL. 
MASON WAS BORN IN 1927, SERVED WITH THE BRITISH FORCES 
FROM 1944-48 AND 1950-51. HE JOINED THE EOREIGN OEFICE 

IN 1952, AND SERVED IN ROME AND WARSAW. FROM 1962 TO 
1965 HE SERVED AS COMMERCIAL OFEICER IN DAMASCUS AND HAS 
SINCE REMAINED IN THE ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL CONE. 
FROM 1968 TO 1971 HE WAS DIRECTOR OF TRADE DEVELOPMENT 
AND DEPUTY CONSUL GENERAL IN NEW YORK, WHICH HE SAYS HE 
ENJOYED THOROUGHLY. HE THEN RETURNED TO THE ECO TO BE- 
COME HEAD OE THE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION DEPARTMENT. HE 
WAS SEVERELY ILL DURING THE LATE 1960'S BUT HAS ENTIRELY 
RECOVERED. 

2. MASON HAS NEVER VISITED ISRAEL BUT IS ASSIDUOUSLY 
PURSUING HIS BRIEFINGS, INCLUDING FROM EMBOFF. HE IS 
AMUSING AND URBANE, BUT DIRECT TALKING, AND IS OBVIOUSLY 
ACCUSTOMED TO MAINTAINING A CLOSE AND CORDIAL RELATION- 
SHIP WITH HIS AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS. HE PLANS TO ARRIVE 
WITH HIS FAMILY ABOUT DECEMBER 14. 
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